KP PTA Eaglenews

January 2012

Co-Presidents’ Letter

By Debbie Attar and Michele Santy

Happy New Year! We hope everyone enjoyed
the holiday season with friends and family. As we
ring in 2012, the PTA is geared up with many fun
and enriching activities, our first being Family
Bingo Night on Friday, January 27th.

Believe it or not, preparations for September’s
Kensington 8K, 2 Mile Challenge, 1K Fun Run
begins as early as this March. As we have
announced, this will be Jenny Smith's last year as
Race Chair. It is impossible to fill Jenny's shoes, as
she has the race down to a science with 18 years
under her belt. Thus, Jenny has divided the many
roles she plays into categories. Ideally, we can get
a small team to shadow her this year and be able
to take over the race in 2013. Please take a
moment and review the positions available
detailed to the right and consider volunteering for
this fantastic family event. Please remember, it is
IMPERATIVE for KP to assume responsibility for
the race or we will lose this vital fundraiser.

At the December PTA Meeting, Bruce Crispell,
Director of the MCPS Division of Long Range
Planning, and Deborah Szyfer, Senior Planner of
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= JANUARY CALENDAR ¢«
11, Wed KP PTA Council on Excellence for African
American Studies, 7pm
16, Mon No School, Martin Luther King Jr.’s
Birthday
19, Thur Winter Concert, WJ High School, 7pm
23, Mon No School, Prof. Day for Teachers
25, Wed Instrumental Concert (2nd year students
only), Ashburton Elementary School
27, Fri Family Bingo Night, 7pm
PTA Meeting

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 at 7:30pm
Media Center
Guest Speaker: Amber (Franz) Lindholm,
KP School Counselor
(Babysitting provided for potty trained children 3+)
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8K Race, 2 Mile Challenge, 1K Fun Run News

We need to form a race committee for next year's 8K.
Planning begins in March!
General Publicity: (Street banners, print ads, posters,

website, online runner calendars)

Registration: (Collecting registrations (online and paper),
t-shirts, bibs, cones)

Finances/Treasurer : (Deposits, coordinating/treasurer)
Race Mechanics: (Permits, radios, race signs, St. Paul's,
parking, port-a-potties, medical tent, water stops,
coordinate with Town of Kensington)

Post Race Party: (Prizes, Pup Strut, Food, Awards,
Entertainment, Stands, Lost Child Coordination)
Volunteers: (Set-up volunteers, finishers, parking
volunteers, food volunteers, registration volunteers)

If interested, please contact Jenny Smith
jenny.kensington@verizon.net), Debbie Attar
(debbieattar@aol.com), Michele Santy
(leonettisanty@gmail.com) or Kelly Weiss
kellylweiss@verizon.net).
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(Co-presidents’ Message, cont. from p. 1)

the MCPS Division of Long Range Planning,
provided an overview of the feasibility study
process for KP and discussed school enroliment
projections. Their presentation is online on the
KPES website under the Principal's Page. Some of
the highlights are listed inside. We encourage you
to stay abreast of this issue. KP, along with our
Walter Johnson Cluster cohorts, has experienced
an incredible rise in enrollment over the last five
years. KP will also be uniquely affected by the
Kensington Sector Plan that will potentially bring
another 30 students into our school.

Financially, we are pleased to report that the PTA
is on budget. The Eagle Fund yielded $20,001, as
of December 21st. This is short of our target, but
thankfully, much of the difference has been
absorbed by other fundraisers and reduced
expenditures in other categories. For example,
the Holiday Bazaar is provided as a community
event, but this year it ended up profiting over
$500. We are working with the school to identify
areas that we can help fund and will report our
decisions in the next newsletter.

As always, we encourage you to contact us, or
anyone on the board, if you have any comments
or suggestions as to how the PTA can continue to
improve the lives of our children.

Seecia/ Thanks from the PTA Goes To...

Rima Assaker and Kathryn Markey for arranging a
magical Holiday Bazaar.

> Jill Hicks for helping us with our holiday shopping
by again selling the gift cards.

> Herlene Chathra and Kim Stokes for coordinating
a delicious Holiday Lunch from Old Town Market
for our teachers and staff.

» All the families who contributed to the Eagle
Fund.

» Laure Haak for coordinating Hands on Science.

» Stacee Crittenden for coordinating the monthly
meeting for the KP PTA Council on Excellence
for African American Students.

» Josh Forgione for assuming the responsibility of
auditing our last year's books.

CLUSTER NEWS

Feasibility Study Update

Bruce Crispell and Debbie Szyfer spoke at last month's
PTA Meeting. The presentation is available on the
school's website under the Principal's Page at
http://montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/school
s/parkwoodes/principal/KPES%20PTA%20Presenation%2
012-6-2011.pdf

Here are some highlights:

 MCPS has had a tremendous surge in growth in
recent years. The W/ Cluster has led the growth
among clusters with an increase of approximately
800 students over 5 years.

I KP was modernized based on a school forecast at
the time of 450 students.

KP’s capacity is currently for 494 students with an
enrollment of approximately 683 students.

 Itis projected that the Kensington Sector Plan will
add 20-60 new students to KP's enroliment.

I The county has identified KP's overcapacity as a
problem and will conduct a Feasibility Study to
determine the best way to increase KP’s capacity

T MCPS develops schools for two populations, 640
students and 740 students. The feasibility study will
determine if KP can be changed into an
infrastructure for 740. If this is not possible, they
will still consider getting it to at least 640. (See
specs on page 8 of their presentation online.)

I The County Council requires this study to estimate
the cost of the project.

I There will be meetings, probably beginning in
February, where the architect will work with the
school, staff and community.

I If an addition is deemed feasible, construction
would be estimated to be completed in five years,
possibly by September 2017.

www.kppta.org
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http://www.kppta.org/

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT IS BACK!

Friday, January 27, 2012
7:00-9:00 p.m.
KP Gym/ Cafeteria

FUN, FUN, FUN for the whole family...

For those who aren't familiar with bingo night,

this is an event for the entire family. Pizza is

available for those who order ahead, and can

make this an entire evening out for the whole
family.

Lots of winners!
Hundreds of prizes!
Drinks, snacks and candy for sale!

Avoid the lines and fill out a bingo card
pre-order form.
Enjoy dinner with your family and PRE-
ORDER PIZZA.
Pizza orders are due Friday, January 20th.

All forms will be sent home
in your child's backpack.

We need lots of volunteers that night.
Great opportunity for volunteer hours!
Contact Katie Mitchell,
kathleenmitchell@me.com

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkx

the difference
Kl can make.

Don't forget to continue to clip those Box Tops!
Each one is worth 10¢ to the KP PTA. Containers
are located in every classroom and in the Front
Office

Dance around the world at KPs
International Night

Come and taste the food, learn interesting facts,
and meet people from around the world that
form part of the Kensington Parkwood
Elementary community. The theme of this years'
International Night is "Dance around the world",
and it is promising to be just that. We will
showcase dances from Turkey, Iran and India -
and maybe more. If you have been to the event in
previous years, you know how much fun it is. If
this will be your first year, come and enjoy.

So far we have representation from 24 countries
at the event this year. The kids (and the adults)
can travel to 24 countries in one evening!
Anyone can represent a country, or share with
another family the fun of being a host and
representing your country of choice. Just a little
bit of commitment and a lot of fun. If you are
interested, there is still time-

contact Pushpa (tandonp@att.net) or Tammy
Pasquinelli (tpasquinelli03@gmail.com).

Mark your calendars and be ready
for a lot of fun.

Friday, February 24, 7 pm
(rain date, March 9)

W
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5th Grade Fundraiser:

Happy 2012! We have decided to extend the Nic-
O-Boli sales a few more weeks. We are halfway to
our goal and would like to give everyone the
opportunity to place orders. To those families that
have already placed orders thank you, and thank
you for your patience extending out delivery a few
extra weeks. All others, please support the 5th
grade in their quest for fundraising. We would
love to have the greatest commitment from 5th
grade families. Send your 5th graders to the
neighbors for orders. Why not have instant dinner
ready to go in the freezer!! Checks are payable to
KP PTA.

Our goal is a minimum of 50 cases. The student
that orders the most cases will receive tickets to
Funland in Rehoboth.

Bring the Taste of Summer Back with

Rehoboth Beach-Nicola PizzaNic-O-
Boli!

Nicola Pizza Nic-O-Boli Straight to KP from Rehoboth
Beach, DE. Information is at www.kppta.org. Get ready to
stock your freezers. Pick up will be at KP, approx. 6 weeks
after December 19th. 5th grade will receive $13.80 for every
case and $4.60 for every 4-pack.

The Original ground beef Nic-0-Boli® -
consisting of ground beef, cheese and pizza sauce for $87.00
a case or $29.00 a four pack.

i

L
WNO beef Nic-0-Boli's® - consisting of cheese

and pizza sauce for $87.00 a case or $29.00 a four pack.

4

""No beef, sweet pepper, mushroom' Nic-o-
Boli® - consisting of sweet pepper, mushroom, cheese, and
pizza sauce for $103.80 a case or $34.60 a four pack.

Nic-Spin-oli® - consisting of spinach, cheese
and a olive oil for $87.00 a case or $29.00 a four pack.

For more information, contact Barbara Rathmell at
b.rathmell@verizon.net.

KP SCHOOL NEWS

CETA Program: On with the show(s)!

As part of our partnership with the Kennedy Center
Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA) program,
KP students will be enjoying two assemblies in
January. Performing groups associated with the
National Symphony Orchestra will visit Kensington
Parkwood twice in January. On January 13, the fourth
grade will experience a performance entitled “Let’s
Dance” as students use their everyday experiences to
have fun with the classic musical form of Prelude and
Fugue. On January 20, third grade students will
experience a performance by NSO violinist Glenn
Donnellan, titled “Follow that Fiddle”. These
performances are part of Kensington Parkwood’s
unique partnership with the Kennedy Center CETA
program, which is funded by the PTA.

Newsletter Production
Editors: Rima Assaker, Garet Knapp
Copy/Distribution: Kathy Zwack

Submissions for Eaglenews are due by tH& dfhe month
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newsletter.
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