Kensington Parkwood PTA Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Welcome and Introductions

Approximately 30 Members were present.

Old Business

The October 2011 Meeting Minutes were approved.

New Business

Principal’s Report

Ms. Liess thanked everyone for a terrific Art Gallery and Sale.  Ms. Liess stated that the school made $4000 from the sale.

Ms. Liess stated that there would be two upcoming assemblies--The American Boy’s Choir and a dance assembly presented by the Artist in Residence.

Ms. Liess also stated that there is now a KP Twitter Account--KP Elementary

Executive Committee Reports

Treasurer

Treasurer Jim Myers stated that so far all items are on or better than budget.  

He also stated that another email will be sent out to remind people of the Eagle Fund.  He stated that donations will be accepted through December 31, 2011.

Cluster Report

Jen Cope, the Cluster Coordinator, gave an overview of the cluster and what the cluster does.  She explained that all of the schools in the cluster support each other.   

Committee Reports

Fundraising
8k Race

Co-President, Michele Santy, stated that Jenny Smith said that she will coordinate 
the race for one more year.  During that year she will train a committee of people 
to run the race in following years.  Debbie stated that in January, the PTA will put 
out job descriptions to see if people will serve on the committee.


Scholastic Book Fair

Michele thanked Susan and all of the volunteers for helping to make the Book 
Fair a success.  She stated that the Fair raised $4600 in cash and $1400 in 
books.

Gift Cards

It was stated that Gift Cards are on sale and the deadline to purchase gift cards 
is noon on Friday.
  

Programs (Community and Family Support)
Holiday Bazaar

Michele thanked Katherine Markey, Rima Asaker, and Karen Puente for their help 
with the Bazaar.
Enrichment
Science Fair


Michele thanked Caroline King and Ellen Saltzman for their help with the Science 

Fair.  She also thanked all of the other volunteers for their support with the Fair.

Gifted and Talented

Michele thanked Ellen Berg and Ms. Lane for organizing the Gifted and Talented 
Meeting that was held in November.

Communications and Public Relations
Directory

It was stated that the directory raised $1100 in cash and several gift certificates.

Presentation 

Bruce Crispell, Director, MCPS Division of Long Range Planning and Deborah Szyfer, Senior Planner, MCPS Division of Long Range Planning spoke to the members.

Mr. Crispell stated that MCPS has had a tremendous surge in growth in recent years.  He stated that the WJ Cluster is the leader in growth among clusters.  He stated that this growth is due to several factors, including the implementation of full-day Kindergarten in 2006 and the Recession which has lead to children being moved to public schools from private schools.

He stated that the school was modernized in 2007 based on a school forecast at the time of 450 students.

Members were told that KP’s capacity is currently for 494 students and that KP currently has an enrollment of approximately 683 students.  

Ms. Szyfer stated that the county has identified that this is a problem and they will conduct a Feasibility Study to determine the best way to increase KP’s capacity.  It was stated that the Feasibility Study will occur within the next six months. 

It was stated that the County Council requires this study to estimate the cost of the project.

It was also stated that there will be meetings, probably beginning in February, where the architect will work with the school, staff and community. 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m.

